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After being born and raised in Sherwood Park, Alberta, Canada, Kris graduated from
the University of Alberta in Edmonton in 1990 with a bachelor’'s degree in Secondary
Education with a major in English. In 1995, Kris moved to Shizuoka, Japan to work in the
English language teaching profession. After graduating from Temple University’'s Tokyo
campus with a master's degree in teaching English as a second language, Kris worked in
Tokyo and finally moved to Nagano Kosen in 2021. His main areas of research involve
English presentation, four skills development, vocabulary acquisition, journal writing, and

expression with the goal of communication for academic and professional purposes.
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At Nagano Kosen, Kris has dedicated himself to helping students see that English can
be used as one more “tool” in their professional “toolbox”. Engineers of the future need to
be able to work and research in multiple languages, therefore communication skills are of
the utmost importance. To that end, the projects that are of the greatest relevance to
Kris have been establishing official connections and overseas exchange between schools
like the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology and Saskatchewan Polytechnic in his
home country of Canada. In regard to research, Kris focuses on journal writing, the effects
of overseas experience on a student’s ability to not only improve their communication

abilities, but also learn how to self-evaluate and motivate themselves on their professional

journeys.
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Fig. 1. Scanning electron micrograph of TRIP steel, in which “a/, “e,” and
“ve’ represent ferrite matrix, bainite island, and retained austenite particle,

respectively. "
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